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Wednesday 3rd May
Term 2 Week 2

This newsletter is
available on:
www.baxterps.vic.edu.au
or via our Compass page

Website: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au Compass: https://baxterps-vic.compass.education

Phone: (03) 5971 1391

Principal’s Report

Attitudes to School Survey

We value student voice as a means to improving student
engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are
conducting a survey to find out our students thoughts of our
school.

The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey
offered by the Department of Education and Training to
assist schools in gaining an understanding of students'
perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use
the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve
their schooling experience.

Students from Years 4-6 at our school will participate in the
survey. Students will complete the survey online during
school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.
It is important to note that this is not in any way a ‘test’.
Students and parents have the right to refuse or withdraw
from the survey at any point before, during, or after
completion of the survey.

Our students will be provided with a unique login to complete
the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that
may be used to link data for statistical and research
purposes only.

All responses to the survey are kept
anonymous in the response file. Personal identification
data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This
ensures that the confidentiality of the responses is protected
at all times.

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at
our school between Monday 15th to Monday 29" May.

STEAM announcement

We are extremely pleased to announce that we have
appointed a new teacher to our school, Mrs Carly Foster.
Carly will be our new STEAM teacher and will be taking
classes on Tuesday and Wednesdays.

Carly comes across with having experience in this area after
working at Dromana PS. STEAM stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths. We now have a
designated room set up for this in our previous music room.
Check it out if you get a chance.

Dental Van

Later in the term we will be having the dental van attend our
school providing a free service for our families. Information
regarding this has been communicated via Compass.

| encourage all families to utilise this service and if you have
any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the school via
the office.

Car Park

This is an important reminder that the drop off zone (Kiss &
Go zone) near the bus shelter is not allocated for vehicles to
stop and walk children into school. There are allocated car
parks opposite the bus shelter., at the Service Station or on
Baxter-Tooradin Road.

Nick Schneider
Principal

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2

Monday 24th April to Friday 23rd June

Monday 8th—Friday 12th May —Junior Swimming Program
Friday 12th May—Mother’'s Day & Special Friends Stall

Monday 15th—Friday 19th May—Education Week
Includes Open Afternoon and Information Evening

Friday 19th May—Assembly. Hosted by 5/6S
Wednesday 24th May—District Cross Country
Friday 2nd June—Lightning Premiership

Monday 12th June—Public Holiday — Kings Birthday
Friday 16th June—Mini Fete

Wednesday 21st June—Foundation 2024 students
Transition Session 1—9:15am -10:15am

Friday 23rd June—Assembly & end of Term 2.
Early dismissal (2:30pm)

Wet Weather Accidents
We kindly ask all parents/carers to pack an
extra change of clothes in their child’s/children's
school bags over the coming months. Children of all
ages, can easily get wet clothing in the colder
months and if they have a change of clothes
readily available, we will not have to disrupt
parents/carers at work.

We acknowledge the Bunurong people, the Traditional
Owners of the land on which Baxter Primary School
resides, and pay our respects to their Elders past,
present and emerging.
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Lightning Premiership
Year 5-6
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happy families

Five Things Your Tween Wants You to Know

567 tweens participated in my 2020 anonymous survey, and chose to answer the optional question, what
is one thing you wished all adults knew about life as a tween?

If your child was asked that question, how do you think they would answer? They might tell you that a 10
year old shouldn’t go to bed at the same time as a sibling who is 7, or that kids who don't like broccoli
should never be made to eat it. This is the important stuff that characterises much of our tween's headspace!

However, | wonder if we were to probe a little deeper, would there be one thing that your child wishes
they could tell you, but can’t quite manage to communicate? Do you think there is anything that they find
difficult to talk about or perhaps even intentionally hide because of fear or shame?

Below I'll share the five of my top survey response that | hope give you insights into your tween’s inner world.

Message 1: Life is Harder than You Realise

Tweens believed life was harder for them than their parents acknowledged, and they felt their challenges
were minimised. Comments like these caught my attention: “It's not how they think it is. Everything is
hard" and “I wish they knew how hard it is to get used to changes and that when we don't know what's
happening more things are put on our plate”. My concern is that if tweens don't feel understood now,
where does that position us as they get older?

Suggested response: The tween years are a time of rapid developmental which can be overwhelming for
our kids, What might seem small in their world, is big in theirs, so bring some patience to the table when
talking about social and emotional challenges. Now is the time to validate your tween's feelings so they
know you are by their side. | highly recommend regular one on cne time as it indicates your willingness to
invest into them.

Message 2:1am No Longer a Kid

Tweens voiced a strong desire to be taken more seriously by the world around them, and not to be
overlooked or dismissed because of their age. | noticed that they felt like they had significant ideas to
share, while only being recognised as children. That's quite a downgrade! My concern is if tweens don't
have a meaningful place to contribute now, how will they build the confidence to make a more significant
contribution as they get older?

Suggested response: A tween's developing self-esteem is hinged on their sense of competence and
ability to handle life more independently. Now is a great time to invest into teaching your child practical
skills, and giving them more meaningful responsibility at home. It is also a great time to ask your tween to
help make family decisions as a way of validating their growing intelligence. Interestingly, tweens said they
turned to people who were accessible, listened to them and were able to help them navigate life’'s challenges.



Message 3: You are Missing Stuff

Although it broke my heart, | was not surprised to hear tweens emphasise that their parents were missing
stuff. When | walk through a primary school playground, | am often shocked at the ‘teenage-like’ themes

| hear. | know that parents have no idea of the real content of these conversations and the pressures kids
are under to engage in them. Comments like 'you think we are okay, but we aren’t’ and ‘there's a lot more
bad things out there than they think’ expressed a real cry for support. My concemn is, if we don't keep our
eyes open, we may not see those things that are most important.

Suggested response: When your tween comes home with questions that are difficult to answer, be
prepared to give them a thoughtful and comprehensive response. You may intentionally delay your
response to allow yourself some preparation time, but never sidestep it. Remember, if you are not the
source someone else will be; and that your language opens the way for theirs. You can initiate some of
these conversations with quality resources that represent your family values.

Message 4: We Might Always Disagree about Screens

Technology was a central theme of tweens’ frustration. PS: Feelings are often mutual! Emphasis was
placed on parents’ alleged lack of understanding of how central technology was to tweens’ social status
and life. As adults, we know there are some very real and legitimate reasons why we say no to screen
time. For this reason, I'd like to suggest that we might always have different views about technology.

My concern is, if we don't take the lead, tween's natural desire to charge ahead may lead them into
dangerous waters.

Suggested response: When it comes to technology crystal clear agreements are absolutely essential.
Technology has to be set up in order to last the rockiest of the teenage years. While gaming and

group messaging is very commeon amongst tweens, it is easy to say “yes" to tech without appropriate
accountability. Please now that what is 2asy to say yes to now can quickly become your worst nightmare
if you are not in charge. For more specific thoughts on this please see me blog - How o Set Up Social

Media Weil

Message 5: It's Time to Start Knocking

When tweens begin to need more privacy, most parents respect and welcome it as a sign of growing up.
However, when they begin to desire space from adult supervision, it poses a new range of dilemmas.
While our tweens are pushing for all the trimmings that come with growing up, such as catching a bus on
their own or shopping alone with friends, their limited life experience leaves them vulnerable. My concern
is that if we are not willing to enter into age-appropriate negotiations as they grow, they may begin to hide
unsafe behaviour.

Suggested response: Tweens are usually locking to be given more grown-up privileges
and responsibilities as an acknowledgement that they are no longer children. Things

like riding their bike to the shop by themselves, staying up later than their younger
siblings or walking around a shopping centre without any adult can be relatively (e
safe ways to help them spread their wings. Even small shifts can require a change ©
in mindset from parents, so they can feel like big decisions to parents of tweens. I

Michelle Mitchell

Michelle Mitchell is an award-winning speaker, and bestselling parenting author- She has been termed

‘the teenage expert’ by the media and is sought after for her compassionate and grounded advice for
parenting tweens and teens, Michelle uses her experience to write and speak in schools, community

events and through media.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS
FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspirng experiences in the great
autdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of haw the
world works while sports teach toamwork, discpling and leadership. All
are a part af a healthy curriculum

CSEF & provided by the Victarian Government to assist eligiile families
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting actaities

1 you hold 2 valic meanstested concession card or are a tamporasy
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A speclal consideration
category also eslsts for asylum seeker and refugee familes. The
alfowance & pald to the school to use towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions or sporting acthaties for the benefit af your child.

The annual CSEF amount per student &
e S1Z5 for primary school students

o 5225 for secandary schact students

MORE INFORMATION
For more infarmation about CSEF wisit:
httos //www. oducaticn.vic.gov.aufabout/programs/Pages/cief aspx

HOW TO APPLY

New applicants shoule contact the school office te
obtain a CSEF applicatian form or download from the
website below.

It you appled for CSEF at your chid's school last
year, you ¢a not neec ta complete an application
form this year unless there has been 3 change in
your family drcumstances

You only need to complete an application form if any
of the follawing changes have cccurred

*  pew student enrodments;, your child has
startec or changed schools this gear.

« changed family circumstances; such as a
change of custady, change of name,
cancesshan card number, or now siblings
cammencing this year.

Check with the school office If you are unsure.
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Community Notices
HALL FOR HIRE The Baxter Primary School Hall is available for hire on weekends by community groups and
associations. The hall comes complete with a kitchen, PA system and toilets. Rental contracts may be discussed
by calling the office on 5971 1391. Public liability insurance is required by hirers.

ENROL YOUR CHILD TODAY

When attending Baxter Childcare Centre, your child will
experience a high quality program with caring, qualified
educators.
° Open 6:30 am- 6:00pm

Care for Children 6 weeks to School Age

Nutritious Meals provided by our Service Cook

Nappies Provided

Kindergarten Program
Children are our focus, we are committed to guiding and
encouraging each child through their early years to have

unique and meaningful experiences.
Please contact our Service Manager to make arrangements
to have a look around and meet our team of friendly
educators, or alternatively just drop by
Baxter Childcare Centre
111 Baxter Tooradin Road
Baxter VIC 3911 Ph. 03 5971 1651
For more information visit our website
www.sparrowearlylearning.com.au
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BAXTER

PHARMACY

Bruce Hamul

78 Baxter-Tooradin Road

Baxter Vic 3911 .
Phone 03 59 711 887 p | Zza 'th a‘t
Fax 03 59 711 363
OPEN
Mon — Fri 8.30 am — 5.30 pm
Sat 9.00 am to 1.00 pm
www.baxterpharmacy.com.au

5 Proud SPONSOL.
a ' e For more information call into Shop 4, Pearcedale Village
® Shopping Centre Tooradin Road, Pearcedale or phone

5978 7566.

F R A N K S T O N Pearcedale 0
Community Bank Branch Bendigo Bank
PrOUd Pa rtners Of Baxter Prima ry SChOOl www.bendigobank.com.au Bendigo Bank Ltd, Fountain Court, Bendigo, VIC 3550

ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL 237879, (bb20994.v1) (6/04/2006)

www.pizzathispizzathat.com.au




