
 

Principal’s Report 
 
Attendance Update 
Given our well documented ‘attendance push’ for 2023, I 
thought it would be appropriate to share some preliminary 
data with the school community, around this. 
 
Our average attendance as of Term 1 Week 6 is 94.5%, this 
is an improvement for the same time last term where our 
average was 91.4%. 
 
12WD and 34O are leading the way across the school with 
an average of 96.8%. 
 
It has been fantastic to see an overall improvement. 
 
Please remember that every day at school counts! 
 
NAPLAN 
Next week from Wednesday 15

th
 – Friday 17

th
 March, Year 3 

and Year 5 students will be completing their NAPLAN  
testing. Our students have been preparing for the testing 
since the beginning of the year and these tests will be  
predominantly conducted online. 
 
What is NAPLAN? 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment for all students 
in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. All students in these year levels are 
expected to participate in tests in reading, writing, language 
conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and  
numeracy. All government and non-government education 
authorities have contributed to the development of NAPLAN 
materials. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding NAPLAN 
please contact your child’s classroom teacher. 
 
Foundation Enrolments for 2024 
As we are in the process of planning our Foundation  
Transition Program, we are now taking enrolments for 2024.  
Any parents with students who have younger siblings at our 
school are encouraged to collect enrolment forms from our 
office area.  
 
If parents are aware of family or friends considering Baxter 
PS for 2024 could they please encourage them to give the 
school a ring to arrange a personal tour. 
 
Three New Flagpoles 
Last week, we had 3 flagpoles installed at our school as 
a sign of respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
Islander culture. 
 
There are three official flags in Australia. The 3 flags of  
Australia include the Australian National Flag, the Australian 
Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait Islander Flag.  
 

The Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait Islander Flag were 
appointed flags of Australia in 1995, while a version of the 
Australian National Flag has been in use since 1901. 

 
Nick Schneider 
Principal 

IMPORTANT DATES  
TERM 1 

Friday 27th January to Thursday 6th April 
 
Monday 13th March—Labour Day Public Holiday 
 
Wednesday 15th March—NAPLAN commences  
 
Friday 17th March—School Photos  
 
Friday 17th March—Assembly 12WD Hosting 
2.45—3.15pm  
 
Friday 24th March—Harmony Day & Easter Egg Donation 
 
Tuesday 28th March —Year 3-6 Beach Day  
 
Friday 31st March —Year 5-6 Lightning Premiership 
 
Thursday 6th April—Assembly 34F hosting (time TBC) & 
Easter Bonnet Parade / Raffle. Final day of Term 1.  
Early finish—2.30pm 

 
Wednesday 8th March  

Term 1 Week 6 
 

This newsletter is  
available on:   

www.baxterps.vic.edu.au   
or via our Compass page 

       Website: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au   Compass: https://baxterps-vic.compass.education   Phone: (03) 5971 1391 

School Uniform  
Please ensure all children have their hats in their school bag 
or locker.  
This is a requirement for Terms 1 & 4.  
All uniforms should be labelled with  
student’s names—we have had number of 
students already misplacing items.  

School 

News 

  Harmony Day 24th March  
 

Harmony Week is a celebration 
that recognises our diversity and 
brings together Australians from 

all different backgrounds. It’s 
about inclusiveness, respect and 

a sense of belonging for everyone.  

In celebration of this special week, we ask the          
students to wear orange/a splash of orange 

with their school uniform on Friday 24th March.   

Combined with the festivities on Friday 24th 
March, we ask all families to donate an Easter 

egg/treat. These will be combined and used to  
create some fabulous prizes for our Easter Raffle on 

the last day of Term 1.  

https://baxterps-vic.compass.education/


 

Attendance  
 

EVERY DAY COUNTS… 

Attending school, every school day, enables students to participate in the 
school’s educational program as well as develop their social skills. Regular 
attendance enables the school to: 

• plan an organised educational program that is delivered in a  

consistent way and has continuity 

• facilitate shared student learning experiences that support the  

educational program, monitor student progress and adjust the  
educational program to meet student needs 

It is a requirement that all late arrivals and early leavers be signed  
in/out through the front office. Absence notifications can be added 
directly by a parent through Compass or by contacting the office  
absence line on 5971 1391.  
 
Please be advised that student attendance is monitored daily and 
absence queries will be followed up with parents, as required.  
Students will continue to be recognised for outstanding attendance, 
every term.   

HOUSE 
POINTS  

 
Congratulations  
to Green House 

 
 

8849 
points  

IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday 27

th
 February our school was lucky to 

receive a visit from our Federal member for  
Flinders, Zoe McKenzie.  
The timing of Zoe’s visit was perfect for the year 
5/6’s who are currently working through a  
Democracy unit of study.  

 Peninsula Uniform 
Shop  

 
Peninsula Uniforms will next 

be at school on  
Thursday 6th April. 

Orders can also be placed 
online through Peninsula  
Uniforms or purchased  

directly from their shop in 
Carrum Downs. 

     2nd Hand Uniform Shop  
Open in Room 2 for parents 

to browse any time.  
$5 donation requested. 

 

Lunchiez lunch orders 

are available to order 

every Friday. Please be 

sure to place your  

  orders online prior to      

 9pm Thursday night. 



 

 Easter Bonnet Parade 
 
Friday 24th March  
 
9-11.15 
 
 

Easter Bonnet Parade 
 

Thursday 6th April 
 

Each class will parade their Eas ter Bonnets after 
the 9:15am Assembly, hos ted by 3/4F.  

 
Each s tuden t will go in the raf fle to win an  
Eas ter hamper from the donations brought in  

during Harmony Week.  
 

All class prizes will be drawn after the parade.  
 
 

 

Thank you to all of our families who are helping to  
fundraise through the Cadbury boxes. They are now  

available at the front office for collection.  
If your child would like to purchase a single Caramello 

Koala or Freddo Frog, they are available at the front  
office for $1. These will only be sold to students before 

or after school with parent consent.  



 



 

PIZZA THIS PIZZA THAT 
 

Thank you to our Principal’s Award  
sponsor for 2023.  

 
Pizza This Pizza That  

are generously providing 
a voucher to each winner 

and we greatly  
appreciate their ongoing 

support.  

 

 Be sure to follow us on  
Instagram! 

  

TREAT DAYS 
Treat Day will be held every  

Friday this term.  
Treats will be sold at the canteen  

during lunchtime play and will range 
from 50 cents to $1.  

If you are happy for your  
child/ren to purchase a treat, please 

send them to school with  
small change.  

Thank you to all of our parent helpers 
for making this possible!  



 Community Notices 
HALL FOR HIRE The Baxter Primary School Hall is available for hire on weekends by community groups and  
associations. The hall comes complete with a kitchen, PA system and toilets. Rental contracts may be discussed 
by calling the office on 5971 1391. Public liability insurance is required by hirers. 

ENROL YOUR CHILD TODAY 
When attending Baxter Childcare Centre, your child will             
experience a high quality program with caring, qualified          
educators. 

• Open 6:30 am- 6:00pm 

• Care for Children 6 weeks to School Age 

• Nutritious Meals provided by our Service Cook 

• Nappies Provided 

• Kindergarten Program 
      Children are our focus, we are committed to guiding and   

encouraging each child through their early years to have 
unique and meaningful experiences. 

Please contact our Service Manager to make arrangements 
to have a look around and meet our team of friendly 

educators, or alternatively just drop by 
Baxter Childcare Centre 
111 Baxter Tooradin Road 

Baxter VIC 3911         Ph. 03 5971 1651 
For more information visit our website 

www.sparrowearlylearning.com.au 


