Snap Shot
Wednesday 12th May 2021 - Term 2 / Week 4
This newsletter is available:
on our website at: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au
or via our Compass page
Website: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au Compass: https://baxterps-vic.compass.education Phone: (03) 5971 1391

Principal’s Report
FAREWELL
It is with great sadness we farewell 2 of our staff members
who are taking up new roles at other schools.
Our Chaplain Trudy Connellan and Education Support staff
member Helen Whitehead have made a huge impact on the
students at our school and we wish them well in their new
endeavours.
NAPLAN
Congratulations to our Year 3 and 5 students who completed
their NAPLAN testing this week. I was delighted to see the
students putting their best foot forward and trying their
hardest.
Results will be shared with parents later in the year when
they are made available.
ANNUAL REPORT
Baxter Primary School’s Annual Report for 2020 will be
presented at our School Council Meeting next Tuesday
night. Any members of our school community are welcome
to attend the meeting, where the report will be presented
and tabled.

IMPORTANT DATES
TERM 2 2021
Monday 19th April to Friday 25th June
Friday 14th May—Walk Safely to School Day
Monday 24th May—Murdoch District Cross Country
Year 3—6 selected students only
Thursday 10th June —Willum Warrain Excursion
Year 3—6
Friday 11th June—Willum Warrain Excursion
Year F—2
Thursday 17th June—Cyber Safety Parent Information
Session 7—8:30pm
Friday 25th June—Last day of Term 2
2:30pm finish

School Council meetings are held at 6pm.

BREAKFAST CLUB

OUTDOOR LEARNING SPACE
We are awaiting local council approval for the installation of
a shade sale on our new outdoor learning space. It is
located between the library and our new building.
Once this has been completed, teachers will be able to take
their students outside to utilise this fabulous area.
ATTITUDE TO SCHOOL SURVEY
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual
student survey offered by the Department of Education and
Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of
students' perceptions and experience of school.
Our students in Years 4—6 are required to complete the
survey which will be conducted in the next 3 weeks.
SCHOOL UNIFORM
An important Compass reminder went out earlier today in
regards to school uniform. Children are expected to come to
school in uniform every day. I have noticed in recent weeks
that this is slipping so I would just like to encourage all
families to read the Compass notification and contact the
office if you have any questions.

Nick Schneider
Principal

Breakfast Club is currently being offered
to students every Tuesday morning at
8:30am. If you would like to assist please
contact the office on 5971 1391.
Proudly sponsored by Woolworths Baxter.

Compass Events

A quick reminder that the following events
require consent on Compass:




Murdoch District Cross Country
Year 3—6 selected students only
Willum Warrain Visit—Whole school

The last day of term is Friday 25th June and school will
finish at 2:30pm.
Elysium OHSC will be running an after school program on the
day, so please contact them for further details.
Please note: There will be no bus at the end of the day.

HEALTH & PE
NEWS
HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 2021
What an amazing day we have had for our House Cross Country. The children looked fantastic in their
House Colours and I was so impressed with their positive attitude towards the day. Even the children who
are not normally inclined to go running were happy to take part in their group’s event. Some were
surprised by how well they ran, while others simply couldn’t believe that they completed the distance. It
was also lovely to see grades out supporting one another.
A very big thankyou goes to our incredible team of teachers and support staff who all assisted on the day. Thankyou also to
the Sport & House Captains who helped with the set up of the track and oval and for assisting with the junior school.
They ran with, and encouraged many of our younger runners and made them feel more comfortable. It was wonderful to see
so many parents and families supporting their children – glad you could make it! You created such a wonderful atmosphere
for the children. I hope everyone had fun and enjoyed the sunshine.
The final results for the day were:
4TH RED—240

3RD GREEN—220

2ND BLUE—201

&

1ST GOLD—197

CONGRATULATIONS GOLD HOUSE!
The following children from the middle and senior school have been offered the opportunity to compete at the Murdoch District
Cross Country held at Hastings Foreshore on Monday 24th May.
9yr old girls;
10yr old girls;
11yr old girls;
12/13yr old girls;

Tali, Siena, Matilda
Evie, Bri, Mia, Madi, Charlotte, Beth
Jett, Peyton, Kaylee, Kirra
Ruby, Daisy, Holly, Giselle, Tahlia

9yr old boys;
10yr old boys;
11yr old boys;
12/13yr old boys;

Caidyn, Beau, Hayden, Riley, Moby
Coby, Aden, Jax, Eoin, Bailey, Kobi
Miller, Tyson, Curtis, James, Cooper
Lincoln, River, Dylan, Jack, Brad, Declan

PERMISSION FORMS ARE CURRENTLY AVAILABLE ON COMPASS & DUE BACK BY MONDAY (17th May).
Well done and good luck to you all.
MDPSSA SENIOR SCHOOL WINTER SPORTS
Last week the Year 5 & 6 students commenced their winter interschool sports. For round 1 we played against
Woodlands PS. Our netball team played at home, while our footballers and soccer teams headed to Woodlands PS.
All teams played hard and put in a great effort. Although we had no wins, the children had loads of fun and I heard
many positive comments about the morning. It was so good to see some parents come along and support the
children – we loved having you there!
Thankyou to those parents who offered to wash our wet and dirty uniforms. We rely on parents to volunteer to take
on this job so that the workload is shared. A reminder that children cannot wear jewellery when playing these sports
and they should bring a change of footwear & socks as we will sometimes be playing in the wet – it is winter sport
after all.
This week we play against Somerville PS. Netball will play at home, soccer plays at Somerville PS. and footballers play at
Fruit Growers reserve (Somerville). Please make sure children are at school before 9am. Good luck everyone!

A reminder to all parents that your children should bring along a drink bottle to PE.
This is particularly useful when they participate in any outdoor activities.

Jodie Baxter
Teacher
Health & Physical Education

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Baxter Primary School is
excited to be participating. The PRC application offers a range of exciting features
including:
 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
 a modern user-friendly interface
 rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a
book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 17 September 2021.
Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with
their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read
15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by
the Victorian Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about
the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

ACTIVE KIDS ARE HEALTHY KIDS
WE’RE TAKING IT IN OUR STRIDE ON FRIDAY 14TH MAY 2021 !
Well it’s that time of year again when our school seriously starts talking about walking!
Walk Safely to School Day asks that we all consider our transport habits and try to incorporate
more walking as part of a healthy, active way to get around. And although walking all the way to
school isn’t realistic for many of us, it’s quite easy to figure out how you can build a walk into
your family’s daily routine. You can teach your child the healthy habit of walking more by:


Walking with them the whole way to school • If they get the bus or train, walk past your usual stop and get on at the
next stop • If you have to drive, park the car a few blocks away from the school and walk the rest of the way.

Regular exercise, like walking with your child, not only helps them (and you!) beat chronic problems like obesity, heart
disease, behavioural and mental health issues and diabetes. It also gives you a great opportunity to teach your child safe
ways to behave around roads and traffic. Remember, Active Kids are Healthy Kids so get planning your own Walk Safely to
School Day journey for this Friday!

On a musical note...
There are limited places available for
students wishing to learn to play guitar.
Lessons are conducted at school every
Tuesday. Sessions run for half an hour.
Once a student has mastered 10 songs, they have the
opportunity to go busking.
Anyone who is interested in guitar lessons can pick up an
“EXPRESSION OF INTEREST” form from the office.
Your resident guitar tutor—
Glen
0437 440 265 (please be sure to leave a message)

Working with Children Checks
Parents Volunteering in the School Environment:
In order for our school to be compliant with the WWCC Act
and receive notifications on the status of Volunteer
Working with Children Checks, your WWCC must be linked
to Baxter Primary School.
Parent action required:
Please log onto www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au and
check that your WWCC is current and is linked to Baxter
Primary School. Please link your WWCC to our school so
that you can be eligible to assist on excursions.
Some parents have been struggling to do this, due to our
school address. Please ensure you use 120 Grant Road,
Baxter 3911 — this is the school address recognised on the
system.
Your co-operation with this essential task is greatly
appreciated.

Peninsula Uniform Shop
Open alternate Thursdays in Room 2
3pm to 3:30pm
Term 2:
20th May
3rd June
17th June

2nd Hand Uniform Shop
Open in Room 2 for parents to browse any time.
Gold coin donation requested.

Community Notices

HALL FOR HIRE The Baxter Primary School Hall is available for hire on weeknights and weekends by community
groups and associations. The hall comes complete with a kitchen, PA system and toilets. Rental contracts may be
discussed by calling the office on 5971 1391. Public liability insurance is required by hirers.
ENROL YOUR CHILD TODAY
When attending Baxter Childcare Centre, your child will
experience a high quality program with caring, qualified
educators.

Open 6:30 am- 6:00pm

Care for Children 6 weeks to School Age

Nutritious Meals provided by our Service Cook

Nappies Provided

Kindergarten Program
Children are our focus, we are committed to guiding and
encouraging each child through their early years to have
unique and meaningful experiences.
Please contact our Service Manager to make arrangements
to have a look around and meet our team of friendly
educators, or alternatively just drop by
Baxter Childcare Centre
111 Baxter Tooradin Road
Baxter VIC 3911
Ph. 03 5971 1651
For more information visit our website
www.sparrowearlylearning.com.au

