
 

Principal’s Report 
 
MULTI-AGE CLASSROOMS IN 2020 
As per our Compass communication yesterday, we have 
made a decision to move to multi-age classrooms in 2020 
with the following configuration: 
 
Foundation BD  Mrs. Michelle Bremner & 
   Mrs. Jade Dahlstrom 
Foundation F Ms. Lori Frowd 
Year 12A  Mrs. Rosalea Andrews 
Year 12B  Mr. Tyler Boots 
Year 34T  Ms. Liz Taylor 
Year 34H  Mr. Matt Hardy 
Year 56M  Ms. Caroline McFaul 
Year 56S   Mr. Nick Shute 
 
As part of our ‘Up Day’ yesterday, your children spent the  
majority of the day in their classroom with their new teacher 
for next year. 
 
Listed below are the great benefits this structure will provide 
our school.  
 
BENEFITS 

 Flexibility – Multi-aging gives us options, being a 
small school we now have the ability to separate  
cohorts for a number of different reasons (including 
social, emotional and physical factors). 

 Teacher’s planning – multi-aging fits in perfectly with 
our Professional Learning Communities (PLC) model,  
teachers will be able to plan and share their resources 
more effectively. 

 Gender balance issues within cohorts can now be  
addressed. 

 The structure enables us to match teachers to  
particular students’ needs. 

 As the school gets bigger the need for multi-aging will 
only become more prevalent as our numbers grow. 
We are anticipating 175 students next year, whereas 
2 years ago we only had 138 enrolments. 

 
As a staff we have spent a significant amount of time  
strategically placing the students into their new classes. 
 
The students were placed according to a sound educational, 
social mix, not entirely based on friendships but on the best 
possible learning environment we can develop. We want all 
children to be friendly but also develop new friendships. 
Class time is the time to learn and work diligently. 
 
WHAT THE RESEARCH SAYS… 

 Research, predominantly conducted in primary 
schools, suggests that there is no discernable  
difference between multi age and straight grade  
classes in terms of academic performance. 

 Multi-age classes support the theory that children 
should be taught in stages not ages. 

 Positive outcomes in classrooms are more dependent 
on the quality of teaching more than anything else. 

 Grade structures are immaterial and schools should 
be providing a differentiated curriculum, one that  
caters to all children as individuals, according to their 
needs. 

 Younger students in a multi-age setting generally  
aspire to emulate older children in their work, and  
older children enjoy leadership and mentoring  
opportunities that lift their self-esteem. 

 Multi age classrooms are more flexible, allow children 
to work at their own pace, offer a wider range of 
friendship opportunities and encourage more  
cooperation and tolerance. 

 This structure is not uncommon in Victoria, in fact  
almost half of all state primary schools are multi age. 
 

SEMESTER 2 REPORTS 
Please be reminded that our end of year reports will be 
made available on Compass on Wednesday 18th  
December. 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Wishing all of our families a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. Enjoy the break, stay safe and we look 
forward to seeing you again next year. 

 
Nick Schneider 
Principal 

Snap Shot  

Wednesday 11th December 2019 - Term 4 / Week 10 
This newsletter is available:  

on our website at: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au   
or via our Compass page 

       Website: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au   Compass: https://baxterps-vic.compass.education   Phone: (03) 5971 1391 

 
2019 Calendar   

 
Term 4  
 
Monday 7th October—Friday 20th December 
 
Wednesday 11th December—Christmas Concert 
 
Thursday 12th December—Year 2 Big Day Out 
 
Friday 13th December—Curriculum Day (pupil free day) 
 
Monday 16th December—Year 6 Celebration Day 
 
Tuesday 17th December—Year 6 Graduation Night 
 
Wednesday 18th December—Student reports released  
 
Friday 20th December—Last day of school 
1:30pm dismissal  
 
Please note: The school bus will not be running on the 
last day of school.  
 
Elysium OHSC will be running an after school program on 
the day, so please contact them for further details. 

https://baxterps-vic.compass.education/


  

Star Award 
Awarded to students in recognition of demonstrating our 
school values—Respectful, Kind, Inclusive and Encouraging of 
others. 
Congratulations this week go to: Jake, Micah, Ashton, Lewis, 
Jack, Tobias, Brianna, Charlotte, Giselle & Xavier. 

3A—James F 

James receives this award today in recognition of the  
outstanding year he has had.  James has grown into a  
mature and  responsible young boy who is a kind and caring 
friend to everyone. He always shows respect to both his 
peers and teachers and is wonderful role model for all the 
students at  Baxter Primary School. Congratulations on a 
wonderful year James, it has been a pleasure to have you in 
our classroom.           

Aussie of the Week 

Pizza This Pizza That 
Thank you to our Aussie of the 
Week sponsor for 2019. Pizza 
This Pizza That are generously 
providing a voucher to each  
Aussie nominated.  

Scholastic Award 
Awarded to our middle and senior school students in  
recognition of their Literacy Pro achievements. Keep up the 
great work! 

Specialist Award 
Well done to Blyth (Visual Arts) for being recognised in your 
specialist classes. 

4T—Ollie P 

In recognition of your outstanding efforts throughout the year. 
You are cooperative, caring, thoughtful and you make the 
effort to participate in every activity with enthusiasm.  
Well done. 



 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 
Dear Parents. 
 
The commencement of any new school year can be a very 
difficult time financially for some families. If you perhaps 
think that back to school expenses are going to cause  
difficulties, we do have a number of organisations that may 
be able to assist. 
 
Camps, Sport and Excursion Fund ( CSEF ) is a government 
benefit to assist with school activities and is available to  
parents that hold an eligible health care card. 
 
CSEF will be automatic, if you successfully applied and  
received it at Baxter Primary School this year. No new  
application form is necessary. 
 
You will need to complete a new application form if: 

 You transferred in part way through the year and 
your application for 2019 was at a different school 

 Your circumstances changed this year and you 
are now an eligible health care card holder 

 
State Schools Relief (SSR) may be able to assist struggling 
families with uniform. 
 
Foundation students whose parents received CSEF will  
automatically be eligible for a winter uniform pack. The  
winter uniform pack contains long pants, a jumper and 
shoes. 
 
Schools can apply to SSR for assistance on behalf of  
parents. Please contact the office for further information. 
 
Westernport Community Support (WCS) in Hastings and/or 
Frankston have also contacted us and said they may be able 
to assist struggling families. 
 
Depending on individual circumstances, they may be able to 
assist with the cost of stationery supplies and uniform. 
 
You can contact WCS on 5979 2762 to make an  
appointment directly with them. 
 
School Payment Plans can be negotiated at the office. We 
will always endeavour to support parents wherever we can, if 
we are aware you are facing difficulties. 
 
All enquiries will be treated with respect and in the strictest 
confidence. I encourage you to contact me directly to  
discuss your circumstances. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Jackie Wilson 
Business Manager 

Peninsula Uniform Shop  
Open alternate Thursdays in Room 2  

2:45pm to 3:45pm 

  
The pop up uniform shop at school has 
now finished for 2019. If you wish to  
purchase uniform items between now and 
the start of the school year, please visit 
Peninsula Uniforms at Carrum Downs.  

  
2nd Hand Uniform Shop  

Open in Room 2 for parents to browse any time.  
Gold coin donation requested. 

Breakfast Club 
Our Breakfast Club has now finished for 2019. Thanks again 
to everyone who assisted—particularly our Year 6 student 
helpers, Tania, Li and Trudy. Breakfast Club will return to 
Tuesday mornings in 2020! 

 

 

 

Thank you to Baxter Woolworths for their continued  
support and donations.  

Certificate of Appreciation 
Thank you again to our Year 6 students who helped with 
Breakfast Club throughout 2019. 

Super Reader 
Congratulation to our two Foundation students who recorded 
reading the most books throughout the year. Well done to 
Emmi and Heath! 



 P.E. News 
 
BEACH PROGRAM YEAR 3-6  
MORNINGTON LIFESAVING CLUB 
On Friday 29

th
 November the children from Year 3-6 took 

part in a Beach Program at Mills Beach in Mornington run by 
the Mornington lifesavers. The children learnt many lessons 
in water safety and also skills and techniques for using 
boards and life saving equipment. Activities included boards, 
wading & swimming, rescues, beach soccer and flags/ 
sprints. The children were treated to a BBQ lunch cooked by 
Ms. Paulding. A very big thank you goes to our classroom 
teachers and ESS for their time and effort in supervising and 
running activities.  

 
SKATEBOARDING 
Last Thursday the Year 5’s & 6’s were treated to a FREE 
morning session of skateboarding, here at school, by the 
YMCA. The children all leant about the importance of safety 
gear and participated in balancing, riding & crab walking 
their board. We leant new terms and performed stunts such 
as the Olly & the Coffin. Everyone had an unbelievable time 
– even with a few falls, they all managed to get back up and 
try again. Well done – the skate park should be very popular 
these holidays! 

SPORTS AWARDS DAY (BAXTER BROWNLOW) 
Last Friday the children from Year 3-6 took part in our Baxter 
Sports Award day (formerly known as Baxter Brownlow 
Day). Throughout the year the children have taken part in 
weekly sport sessions each Friday. After each session the 
teachers nominate special sports people of the day for  
their enthusiasm, sportsmanship, co-operation, skills,  
encouragement and enjoyment of sport.  

This year they have also selected the child who has 
achieved the best results for each sport! On Friday we  
announced the winners of the award for each sport and also 
the sports boy and girl for the Year 3/4 level and the Year 
5/6 level. These children each received a medallion or  
certificate. The Baxter Brownlow winners will have their 
name engraved on the Baxter Brownlow plaque.   

We congratulate all of the children who received an 
award on the day. 

TERM 4 MEANS HATS ON 
Please ensure that your child is wearing a broad-rimmed or 
bucket hat at school. Children who do not wear a hat to sport 
or PE will be unable to participate in outdoor activities. With 
just over 1 week to go it would be a shame to miss out now! 
Thank you for your support throughout the year. 

 
Have a wonderful Christmas and a safe and healthy  

family holiday. See you all in 2020. 

      
 
Jodie Baxter  
P.E. Specialist 



 Music & LOTE News 
 
MUSIC ROOM NEWS 
The Baxter Primary School choir performed beautifully at 
Karingal Hub as part of the Sounds of Christmas event this 
year last Tuesday. The choir performed some Christmas 
classics and some of their favourite repertoire from this year. 
It was a terrific opportunity for the students involved and I 
would like to thank Karingal Hub for having us once again 
this year. Thank you to all the families and friends who came 
along to watch the performance. It was great to have such a 
supportive audience. 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Today we are excited for the Christmas concert. Classes 
have been busy singing Christmas tunes and practicing their 
80’s themed dance. Today each grade have been  
rehearsing on stage so they are ready to perform for you all 
tonight. Students may wear Christmas colours and hats. All 
students are required to meet their class teacher at 5:45pm.  
 

The concert will begin at 6pm and be finishing by 7:30pm 
with a special visitor arriving then. The BBQ and canteen will 
be open from 5pm for anyone wishing to purchase food or 
you may bring your own picnic. Some chairs will be out for 
the audience however there may not be enough for  
everyone so you are most welcome to bring your own camp 
chair. We are hoping for clear skies and are looking forward 
to a fantastic event. 

 
BERITA INDONESIA (INDONESIAN NEWS) 
In Indonesian lessons the focus has been on food, cooking 
and shopping. Last week all classes were involved in  
cooking (and eating!) ‘Nasi Goreng’ (Indonesian fried rice), 
enak sekali! (delicious!).  
 
Each class had language based tasks such as following, 
translating and writing steps for an Indonesian recipe.  
Students practiced their Indonesian when being served their 
dish and discussing whether they enjoyed the Nasi Goreng. 
 
Some vocabulary used in our lessons this week: 
Dua telur    2 eggs 
Satu wortel    1 carrot 
Satu cangkir kacang   1 cup peas 
Dua cangkir nasi   2 cups cooked rice 
Bawang putih   garlic 
Kecap manis    sweet soy sauce 
Minyak goring  cooking oil 
Suka-    like 
Tidak suka   don’t like 
Enak    delicious 
Memasak   cook 
Makan    eat 

 
Victoria Freeman  
Music & LOTE Specialist 

On a musical note... 
 
There are places available for  guitar lessons 
every Tuesday in the music room.  
 
Students who practise and learn 10 songs will 
be invited to go busking at Bittern market for  
1 hour (all donations go directly to the student). 

 
Anyone who is interested in guitar lessons can pick up an 
“EXPRESSION OF INTEREST” form from the office. 
 
Your resident guitar tutor, 
Glen  
0437 440 265 (please be sure leave a message) 

To our students who are celebrating a birthday over the next 
few weeks—we hope you have a fabulous day! 

Olivia B  Bailey L  Breana L 
Tyson S  Coby P  Marley F  
Bradley H  Elle M   



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

Baxter Kindergarten and Children’s Centre  
Ph: 03 5971 1868 ● 26 Olstead Drive, Baxter 3911  
ABN 79 832 914 907 ● REG 2961  

play, explore, learn  
 3yo Kinder  5 hours per week 

 4yo Kinder 15 hours per week 

 After Kinder care also available 
Email: info@baxterkindergarten.com.au 
Please contact the kinder on 5971 1868 with any queries. 
2019 Kinder registrations are now open with the Mornington 
Shire Council. All 3yo & 4yo Kinder registrations for 2019   
attendance must be done online, through the council. 

Community Notices 
HALL FOR HIRE The Baxter Primary School Hall is available for hire on weeknights and weekends by community 
groups and associations. The hall comes complete with a kitchen, PA system, toilets and is fully heated. Rental 
contracts may be discussed by calling the office on 5971 1391. Public liability insurance is required by hirers. 

ENROL YOUR CHILD TODAY 
When attending Baxter Childcare Centre, your child will             
experience a high quality program with caring, qualified          
educators. 

 Open 6:30 am- 6:00pm 

 Care for Children 6 weeks to School Age 

 Nutritious Meals provided by our Service Cook 

 Nappies Provided 

 Kindergarten Program 
      Children are our focus, we are committed to guiding and   

encouraging each child through their early years to have 
unique and meaningful experiences. 

Please contact our Service Manager to make arrangements 
to have a look around and meet our team of friendly 

educators, or alternatively just drop by 
Baxter Childcare Centre 
111 Baxter Tooradin Road 

Baxter VIC 3911         Ph. 03 5971 1651 
For more information visit our website 

www.sparrowearlylearning.com.au 



 


