
 

 
Principal’s Report 
 
STAFFING 
I am pleased to make the following announcement regarding 
the recruitment process we have recently undertaken for a 
Learning Specialist for 2019. This position is at a 0.6 time 
fraction (3 days per week). 
 
The successful applicant was Michelle Bremner from Benton 
Junior College. Michelle will be teaching in a classroom two 
days per week and will be supporting teachers with teaching 
and learning on her other day. 
 
Baxter Primary School are undertaking the Professional 
Learning Communities (PLC) Program in 2019. A great deal 
of Michelle’s work will be implementing this initiative  
throughout our school. 
 

Further to staffing, Steve Baxter has requested and been 
granted long service leave for Term 4, 2018. Sue Warner, 
who is currently teaching Steve’s class, has agreed to  
continue in the role for the remainder of the year. 
 
NAPLAN 
We recently received our NAPLAN data for our Year 3 and 
Year 5 students and we are extremely pleased with the  
results. 
 
Our Year 3 students showed improvement in all key learning 
areas with a number of the results being above the state 
median. 
 
Our Year 5 students showed some excellent growth in all 
key learning areas as well, with some extremely high growth 
in particular in reading. 
 
NAPLAN results were sent home with your child last week, 
so please check their school bag if you have not yet  
received this paperwork. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM—EARLY DIMISSAL 
Can parents and guardians please remember that school 
finishes at 2.30pm this Friday 21st September as this is 
the last day of term. 
 
Elysium OHSC will be running an after school program on 
the day, so please contact them for further details. 
 
Please note: There will be no bus at the end of the day. 
 
I’d like to wish families a safe and relaxing holiday period 
and look forward to seeing everyone back at school on  
Monday 8th October. 

 
 

Nick Schneider  
Principal 
 
 

 

Watch this space! 
 
Next term we are starting a Junior School Council that  
comprises of 2 children from Years 2 to Year 6. If you hear 
the children talking about the BFG’s this is what it is! BFG 
stands for Baxter Focus Group. At Baxter Primary School 
the BFG’s focuses on addressing and acting upon the 
changes and desires of the school community whilst  
developing the individual leadership skills of the elected 
members.  
 
In term 4 the Year 5 ‘s will be busily  applying for leadership 
roles for 2019. The leadership roles will change in 2019 and 
I look forward to presenting these in a later newsletter. The 
children have been told about the changes and are excited 
for the challenges that lie ahead. 

 
Lori Frowd 
Wellbeing Coordinator 

Snap Shot  

Wednesday 19th September 2018 - Term 3 / Week 10 
This newsletter is available:  

on our website at: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au   
on our Flexibuzz app and emailed upon request 

Website: www.baxterps.vic.edu.au  Email: baxter.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  App: Flexibuzz.com  Phone: 5971 1391 Fax:  5971 4184 

 
2018 Calendar   

 
 
Term 3      Last day —Friday 21st Sept 
 
 
Term 4 Monday 8th October—Friday 21st December 
 
 
Friday 21st September—Footy Day (inc lunch orders) and 
last day of term  
 
Monday 3rd October—Division Athletics 
 
Monday 15th to Wednesday 17th October—Year 3  
Sorrento Camp  
 
Wednesday 17th to Friday 19th October—Year 4  
Sorrento Camp 
 
Monday 22nd to Friday 26th October—Year 5 and 6 
Sorrento Camp 
 
Wednesday 31st October—St John First Aid for Kids  
Foundation to Year 2 
 
Thursday 1st November—St John First Aid for Kids  
Year 3 to 6 
 
Friday 2nd November—Halloween Disco 
 
 
Monday 5th November—Curriculum day (pupil free day) 
 
 
Tuesday 6th November—Melbourne Cup (public holiday) 



   
 
 
 

 
 

 

Star Awards 
For excellent behaviour and a great attitude. 

Scholastic Literacy Pro Awards 

Aussies of the Week 

6B — Lachlan E 

In recognition of his conscientious attitude towards all 
school activities. Lachie always puts in his best effort even 
in the most challenging of tasks. What an inspirational  
person—well done.  

2F — Jayden B 

Jayden is such a wonderful student. This year he has shown 
that he has a huge passion for learning and has a  
wonderful, inquiring mind. He is beginning to set himself 
learning goals, recognising that there are things that he can 
improve on. Jayden is kind natured and respects his friends 
and peers. He has a strong sense of right and wrong and is 
a wonderful role model for other students due to his  
patience, respect and acceptance of everyone.  

5H — Rory B 

In recognition of the enthusiasm you show when  
volunteering to try everything from singing to sport, the great 
example you set when representing the school and the  
determination you show for self improvement. Well done 
and keep up the great work! 



 

  

Literacy Celebrations At Baxter  
Primary School—August 2018 
 
What an exciting Literacy month we had! 
 
On August 14th we had another successful whole school 
Book Parade. Students, staff, parents and grandparents had 
a wonderful time watching their friends, children, grades and 
staff parade around in their imaginative costumes.  
Congratulations to all who participated and were lucky 
enough to win their $10 book voucher for Book Fair.  A big 
thank you to Mr Schneider for being MC and Mr Hardy for 
organising the music. 
 
Our annual Book Fair from 13th August to 17th August was 
another huge success. The sales for the week were $1,879 
with our commission being $341. This money has purchased 
4 new beanbags, 4 ottomans, 2 small tables and a rug. The 
students are very excited to see their library being  
transformed into a more relaxed and opened space  
environment. It was also a highlight to have Geronimo Stilton 
back to visit us again. Thank you to all staff, parents and  
students who made this event so successful. A big, big thank 
you to Krystal Bell and Chloe Currie for being fantastic  
helpers at Book Fair. 
 
On August 23rd we had another whole school incursion with 
Heath McKenzie. Heath shared his knowledge as an author 
and illustrator on visual storytelling and describing the overall 
process involved from start to finish. Heath’s visit was  
thoroughly enjoyed by the students and staff.  
 
Thursday 30th August was the day of our whole school  
incursion presented by Perform Educational Musical.  
Treasure Hunt was a new musical created to celebrate Book 
Week 2018. Treasure Hunt explored the issues of  
sustainability and our relationship with natural environment. 
It celebrated how books and reading create understanding 
and bring people of different backgrounds together. 
 
Home Writer packs have been a huge hit again this year. 
The students have been enthusiastic to share their stories 
with their grades. Thank you to Mrs Andrews for organising 
the writer’s packs. 
 
Once again another fantastic Literacy Celebration month at 
Baxter Primary School. 
 

Ms Paulding 

Mastery of Timetables Award 

Super Sight Word Reader Awards 

Supersaver Award 

Victorian State Schools Spectacular 
Congratulations again to our Year 5 and 6 students who  
participated in the Victorian State Schools Spectacular. A 
huge thank you to Mrs Freeman and Ms Paulding for all of 
their efforts and hard work. 



 P. E. & Sport News 
 
MDPSSA ATHLETICS 
Congratulations to the students from the grade 3, 4, 5 & 6 
area who attended Ballam Park Athletics track on  
Wednesday 12th September to compete in the Track and 
Field Events of the Murdoch District Athletics.  
 
It was an unpredictable day; blue sky and sunshine but with 
a very fresh breeze. The children all performed with  
confidence and pride and I was extremely proud of each and 
every one of them. Many children received a ribbon in their 
event and everyone performed to the best of their ability – 
well done champions. What a big day out! Thank you to all 
our supporters on the day. It was so positive to see so many 
family members and friends there to cheers us on!   

Congratulations go to: Belle B (1st in Discus), Beth VD 

(2nd in High Jump) and Alex N (2nd in Hurdles). These  

children will all be attending the Divisional Athletics Day at 

Ballam Park on Wednesday 10th October.  

We are so extremely proud of everyone’s efforts - what an 

amazing achievement! A very big thank you to Mr. Hardy & 

Mrs. Andrews for ensuring that the kids had a safe and  

enjoyable day out.  

CRICKET VICTORIA 
On Monday morning we had Simon and Rob from Cricket 
Victoria come out to run a fun filled recess cricket season. 
This gave all children the opportunity to take part in many 
cricket based drills utilising their equipment and playing 
along to the beats pumping out of the “green machine”. The 
children received free stress balls and colouring in books. 
Aurora even won a Stars cap for her dancing ability! 
 
Congratulations to everyone who took advantage of this  
special morning in the sun.  

There is a school holiday program running in Mornington on 
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd October from 9am—12:30pm. 
If you are interested, please go to playcricket.com.au and 
search for holiday programs.  
 
 
FOOTY DAY 
A reminder to all families that this Friday (21st September) is 
Footy Day. This year we will be raising money to support 
Kids with cancer. The school has signed up to support the 
FOOTY COLOURS DAY and PAV will be donating money 
from our special lunch orders towards this great cause.  
 
Be sure to come along dressed in your team colours!   

A fun-filled morning will be held in the hall with Mrs. Baxter 
as our MC. Each child will parade with their chosen team to 
the clubs theme song. Special competitions will be held for a 
select few students from each grade and there will be footy 
prizes and giveaways. So come along and join in the fun!  

WHAT IS FOOTY COLOURS DAY? 
Fight Cancer Foundation’s Footy Colours Day is a national 
fundraising campaign held during the month of September to 
support kids living with cancer.  

Schools, workplaces, groups and clubs across Australia are 
encouraged to wear their favourite footy team’s colours and 
host an event to raise much-needed funds. Every dollar 
raised supports Fight Cancer Foundation’s education  
programs to help kids with cancer continue with their  
education during treatment and recovery. 

  
 

VICHEALTH’S  WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH 
VicHealth’s Walk to School month is a free, easy and fun 

way for kids to get active this October. Victorian primary  

students are encouraged to walk, ride or scoot to and from 

school to kick-start healthy walking habits that can lead to 

good health for life. Primary schools and students can sign 

up to track their achievements throughout October and be in 

the running for fantastic prizes.  

Baxter Primary School is taking part in Walk to School and 

your child’s teacher will record how many times students 

walk to and from school during October, using a classroom 

calendar. Schools with the highest participation levels in 

each region will be eligible for some great prizes – so each 

time your child walks, they’ll also be increasing the school’s 

chances! For more information, visit the Walk To School 

website. 

Stay fit and healthy—Happy holidays! 

 

Jodie Baxter  
Sport & PE Co-Ordinator 
 

NO HAT, NO PLAY 
Just a reminder that Term 4 
is the beginning of our ‘No 
Hat, No Play’ policy. Please 
ensure your child comes to 
school every day with a 
broad rimmed hat or they 
will not be able to play  
outside.  



 Music & LOTE News 
 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
This fortnight in the music room, we have had so much fun 
and exploration of music and sounds.  
 
Junior children watched and responded to a short film of the 
story of Peir Gynt. The film uses two contrasting pieces of 
classical music to convey the mood and feelings of the  
characters in the story.  Grades 1 and 2 continued their work 
on the ukuleles (c and f chords) as well as playing simple 
melodies on the keyboards. Foundation students have been 
using glockenspiels to play along to simple melodies.  
 
Middle school students have been working in small groups to 
learn and practice chords on the ukulele. We have been  
focussed on the c, f and g major chords. They have also 
been working on playing a melody on the keyboards and 
beginning to use the IPad app ‘Garage Band’ to explore 
composing their own short sound scape. 
 
Senior School students have been working in small groups 
to learn and practice chords on the guitar. We have begun 
with the A and D major chords and have practised playing 
along to some familir songs. They have also been working 

on playing triad chords on the keyboard ready to play along 
with the guitar players in the next few weeks. They were also 
introduced to the IPad app ‘Garage Band’ to explore com-
posing their own short sound scape. 

UKULELE JAM 
Mrs Freeman would like to invite you to a ukulele jam  
session to be held in the music room on Wednesday  
morning before school from 8:30am. If there is interest it will 
become a regular session. 
 
This jam session is open to anyone (students, parents,  
siblings, and staff) who wishes to learn and practice skills on 
the ukulele. In these sessions we will cover tuning, correct 
technique, basic chord shapes, strumming patterns but 
mainly we will have fun playing along to popular songs and 
videos. Bring your own uke along or play one of ours.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BERITA INDONESIAN (Indonesian news) 
Selamat! Students in prep to grade 3 have begun exploring 
Indonesian vocabulary relating to animals. Here are some 
words for you to practice at home (a tip for correct  
pronunciation- the letter c makes the sound ‘ch’ and the  
letter ‘u’ makes the sound ‘oo’): 
dog- anjing     chicken- ayam 
cat- kucing     cow- sapi 
rabbit- kelinci    pig- babi 
guinea pig- marmot   sheep- domba 
fish- ikan     horse- kuda 
bird- burung     mouse- tikus 

 
Victoria Freeman 
Music and LOTE teacher 
 

The Victorian State School Spectacular was held last  
Saturday 15

th
 September to rave reviews. Over 3000 state 

school students were involved in performing over 40 songs 
in the show. 
 
Baxter PS had 12 students and 2 teachers involved in the 
Mass Choir: Rebecca S, Emily K, Zaria C, Jai L-H, Kayla D, 
Sophie W, Alysha W, Alysha S, Beth VD, Rory B, Kaylee H, 
Krystal B, Mrs Freeman and Mrs Paulding. 
 
We travelled by train to 2 full day rehearsals at Hisense  
Arena on Thursday and Friday. We then performed 2 sell out 
shows on Saturday at 1pm and 6:30pm (not finishing until 
10pm on Saturday night). The show will be broadcast on 
Channel 7 on December 8th. 
 
The students involved loved the experience of being part of 
a professional show. It really was SPECTACULAR.  
 
I would like to thank the students for their hard work and 
commitment to the show. I’d also like to thank their parents 
for supporting their children’s involvement in the Spectacular 
and with transportation to the event and rehearsals. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2018 School Term Dates (Vic Gov’t Schools ) 
  
 Term 1 :  30 Jan         to  29 March 
 Term 2:  16  April        to  29 June 
 Term 3 : 16 July      to  21 September  
 Term 4 :  8 October  to  21 December  

Happy Birthday 
 

To our students who have  

celebrated a birthday in the last  

two weeks: 

 

Emily K, Sarah M.G, Amali B, 

Tayla S, Stephanie B, Amelia L 

and Kayla D 

Breakfast Club 
Thank you to Baxter Woolworths for their continuing 
support and donations!  

Every Tuesday morning our Chaplain Sonia, staff and       
parents run the program. All kids, pre-schoolers and parents 
are welcome. It’s a great way to start the day!  

 
Foundation Enrolments 2019 
 

Transition is well under way for 2019! 
 
Our new students have been enjoying their   
transition sessions. These sessions will continue 
each month until the end of the year. This is a  
fabulous way for our new students to familiarise 
themselves with the school. 
 
If you have a child starting school next year, or 
know of someone who is interested in attending 
our school, please contact the office ASAP for an 
enrolment form.  

On a musical note 
 
There are some spots available for guitar lessons every    
Tuesday in the music room. Students who practise and can 
learn 10 songs will be invited to go busking at Bittern  
market for 1 hour (all donations go directly to the student!). 
 
Anyone who is interested in guitar lessons can pick up an 
“EXPRESSION OF INTEREST” form from the office. 
 
Your resident guitar tutor, 
Glen  
0437 440 265 

Peninsula Uniform Shop  
Open alternate Thursdays in Room 2  

2:45pm to 3:45pm 
 
 Term 4 dates: 
 11th October 2018 
 25th October 2018 
 8th November 2018 
 22nd November 2018 
 6th December 2018 

 
2nd Hand Uniform Shop  

Open in Room 2 for parents to  
browse any time. Gold coin  

donation requested. 

 
 
 
 
 
When shopping at Ritchies and by using a community     
benefit card linked to Baxter Primary School then Ritchies 
will donate money back to us. These cards/tags can be 
used at ANY Ritchies store, supermarket or liquor through-
out Vic, NSW and Qld by staff, students and their families/
grandparents. 
If you would like to support our school and you don’t       
already have a CB card/tag please collect one at the      
registers next time you shop at ANY Ritchies store to use 
every time you shop. All you do is nominate Baxter Primary 
School, it’s that easy! This is an easy way for us to raise 
funds for our school with no costs involved.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwja7438g9faAhXHe7wKHVO1BA4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcornandco.com%2Fproduct%2Fbirthday-cake-popcorn%2F&psig=AOvVaw2LBwg-2b--HVHkFnx1uEJB&ust=1524800847832447


 

 
 
 

  

 Please make sure you have filled out a 2019 enrolment form, as well as 

 the booking form and submit them to the program manager or school’s 

 front office on or before Monday 17th of September to secure your  

 booking. 

 

HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

Baxter PRIMARY OSHC  

We understand that not everyone can take time off to spend with the kids during the holidays, so let us take care 
of that for you.  Elysium OSHC always has something for your children to do that’s fun and exciting. Your children 
could enjoy Incursions, Excursions and Service Based programs that are fun and interactive. Have a look at the 
activities below and don’t forget to get your booking form in early.  

MONDAY 24th  TUESDAY 25th  WEDNESDAY 26th  THURSDAY 27th FRIDAY 28th   

E X C U R S I O N I N C U R S I O N S E R V I C E   B A S E D S E R V I C E   B A S E D        C L O S E D 

Spring Day 

 

Nature is beautiful and 
sping is the brightest 
time of the year, full of 
colour and new begin-
nings.  Today we will 
make some amazing 
items inspired by the 
nature around us. 

On the Farm 

 

 
Today we head to  
Seaford Primary School 
to learn all about how 
to raise animals on the 
farm. This activity will 
include live farm yard 
animals.   

Cambodia Day 

  

Today we will take a look 
at the Cambodian culture 
and what makes this 
country such a wonderful 
place to visit.  

Small Foot 

 
Today we will watch the 
Small Foot Movie (PG) at 
HOYTS Frankston. 
 

 

Closed 

 

 
Due to the AFL Public 
Holiday, we will not be 
offering a service this 
day.  
 

MONDAY 1st TUESDAY 2nd WEDNESDAY 3rd THURSDAY 4th FRIDAY 5th 

S E R V I C E    
B A S E D 

E X C U R S I O N S E R V I C E    
B A S E D 

E X C U R S I O N S E R V I C E    
B A S E D 

Dolphin Research 
  

 
  

We have been given an 
amazing opportunity 
to be Dolphin  
Researchers for the 
Day. The Dolphin  
Research Institute in 
Hastings will host our 
excursion for the day. 

Circus Adventure 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today we will make 
our way to the Frank-
ston Arts Center to 
participate in a circus 
workshop. 

Solar System 

 
  

The mysteries of the 
cosmos intrigue us all. 
Children will immerse 
themselves in the won-
ders of the universe. 
  

 

Minibeasts 
 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

We will learn about 
the life of creepy 
crawlies. They live all 
around us but how 
much do we really 
know? 

Inflatable 

World 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Inflatable World is the 
latest new attraction 
for children. Today we 
will spend some time 
at the Oakleigh venue. 
  



 

Baxter Kindergarten and Children’s Centre  
Ph: 03 5971 1868 ● 26 Olstead Drive, Baxter 3911  
ABN 79 832 914 907 ● REG 2961  

play, explore, learn  
 3yo Kinder  5 hours per week 

 4yo Kinder 15 hours per week 

 After Kinder care also available 
Email: info@baxterkindergarten.com.au 
Please contact the kinder on 5971 1868 with any queries. 
2019 Kinder registrations are now open with the Mornington 
Shire Council. All 3yo & 4yo Kinder registrations for 2019   
attendance must be done online, through the council. 

Community Notices 
HALL FOR HIRE The Baxter Primary School Hall is available for hire on weeknights and weekends by community 
groups and associations. The hall comes complete with a kitchen, PA system, toilets and is fully heated. Rental 
contracts may be discussed by calling the office on 5971 1391. Public liability insurance is required by hirers. 

ENROL YOUR CHILD TODAY 
When attending Baxter Childcare Centre, your child will             
experience a high quality program with caring, qualified          
educators. 

 Open 6:30 am- 6:00pm 

 Care for Children 6 weeks to School Age 

 Nutritious Meals provided by our Service Cook 

 Nappies Provided 

 Kindergarten Program 
      Children are our focus, we are committed to guiding and   

encouraging each child through their early years to have 
unique and meaningful experiences. 

Please contact our Service Manager to make arrangements 
to have a look around and meet our team of friendly 

educators, or alternatively just drop by 
Baxter Childcare Centre 
111 Baxter Tooradin Road 

Baxter VIC 3911         Ph. 03 5971 1651 
For more information visit our website 

www.sparrowearlylearning.com.au 



 



 



 



 


